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OPENING HYMN: 171 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (vs 1-3 & 6)

1. A hymn of glory let us sing!
New songs throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
2. The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
And with his followers they see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
3. To them the shining angels cry,
""Why stand and gaze upon the sky?""
Alleluia! Alleluia!
""This is the Savior,"" thus they say.
""This is his glorious triumph day.""
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
6. O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to you let earth accord.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!"

INVOCATION
M:

C:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who
created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether
sinful from birth. In countless way I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin,
and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your
sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt
forever. You are his own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

C:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in him.
Your Word, O Lord, is eternal,
it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues forever.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of
believers with your never-failing mercy. Help us
avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us
in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

FIRST LESSON-Judges 16:22-31
22

But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been
shaved.
23

Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great
sacrifice to Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god
has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.”
24

When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying,

“Our god has delivered our enemy into our hands,
the one who laid waste our land
and multiplied our slain.”
While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson
to entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he
performed for them.
25

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the
servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars
that support the temple, so that I may lean against them.” 27 Now
the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the
Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand
men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson
prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God,
strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get
revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson
reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood.
Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his
left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the
Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came
the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed
many more when he died than while he lived.
Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to
get him. They brought him back and buried him between Zorah
and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel
twenty years.
31

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 121
Refrain:
Keep me, keep me as the apple of your eye,
Hide me, hide me in the shadow of your wings.
I lift up my eyes to the hills
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip—
he who watches over you will not slumber;
Indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
Refrain
The Lord watches over you—
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
The Lord will keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND LESSON- Galatians 6:12-16
12

Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are
trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do
this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even
those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be
circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the
flesh. 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to
the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means
anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to
all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight
of my heart. Alleluia.
C:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
These words are written that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LESSON- Matthew 16:21-26
21 From

that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of
the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be
raised to life.
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have
in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What
good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for
their soul?
M: The Gospel of our Lord.
C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: Shine Jesus Shine
1. Lord, the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me
Chorus
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light
2. Lord, I come to Your awesome presence
From the shadows into Your radiance
By the blood, I may enter Your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me (chorus)
3. As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me, shine on me (chorus)

SERMON
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
PRAYERS
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN: 440 On Eagles’ Wings
1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life
Say to the Lord, "My Refuge
My Rock in Whom I trust."
Chorus
And He will raise you up on eagle's wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of His Hand
2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under His Wings your refuge
His faithfulness your shield (chorus)
3. For to His angels He's given a command
To guard you in all of your ways
Upon their hands they will bear you up
Lest you dash your foot against a stone (chorus)

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
M:

C:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in
your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters,
Go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor
and + give you peace.

C:

Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: 441 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
1. O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home,
2. Under the shadow of your throne
Your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone,
And our defense is sure.
3. Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting you are God,
To endless years the same.
4. A thousand ages in your sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.
5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the op'ning day.
6. O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

New Bible Study begins today!

